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CONCERN #3: Water Quality




CONCERN #4:
Cost of 2011 Las Conchas Fire

= $48 m|II|on fire suppressmn cost
$246 m|II|on medlan total est. cost of the W|Idf|re
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RIO GRANDE

WATER FUNI Proactive Management

Protection Project

Scale-up strategies to meet the
scale of the severe wildfire:

—

. Thinning

2. Stream
restoration

Flood mitigation
Fire management
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TheNature
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.
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Large Scale Solutions

Currently treating 3,000-
5,000 acres/year In
Rio Grande

Scale up to 30,000 ac/yr
for 20 years in Rio
Grande; $15 million

Scale up statewide to s
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RIO GRANDE Model Funding Mechanism:
Latin America Water Funds
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RIO GRANDE : 2
WAL [NvVestment In Prevention

Santa Fe: $8.5 million
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RIO GRANDE Early Investors

WATER FUND
A Wildfire and Water Source
Protection Project

Hancock
Family
Foundatio

NI Watnrsn:ﬂ a_n_rl
pam Dwners goalition

SANTA FE
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4BiJ9ovIFjv1HM&tbnid=vXjOsYYjzyc7zM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://ja-utah.org/?attachment_id=769&ei=WwKBUp6KOcnkyQHovYCoCQ&bvm=bv.56146854,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEEYRS1VNQoaV4rDMcalcWkFXzAvA&ust=1384272741967475
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=9w3X1MXga7CPiM&tbnid=fHttbV7eROgKIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://ourpromisetonicholas.com/2013/10/october-20-2013/lowes-logo1/&ei=gNKDUo_yAaTAigK804G4AQ&bvm=bv.56343320,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNGRZZPaRi3PFSoUiHogBzCB8tg-EA&ust=1384457207525787

WATER FUND Watershed Studies

Where are the highest risk forests and streams?

= What are the economics?
= |s watershed function expected to change?
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RIO GRANDE

ot e D AGENCY STUDY FUNDING

Protection Project

Interstate Stream Commission

Bureau of Reclamation through the Southern Rockies LCC
U.S. Forest Service and NM EMNRD/Forestry Division
U.S. Geological Survey

Bernalillo County

Santa Fe County

Los Alamos County

NM Department of Game and Fish

Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority
Buckman Direct Diversion Project

University of New Mexico

NM EPSCoR

Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers




X TV |reatable Forest and Rapid
Assessment of Fire/Debris Flow

WATER FUND

A Wildfire and Water Source
Protection Project

COLORADO S
NEW MEXICO |

(24} Debris Flow Risk

‘ I 7 - High
\ ; 3 6
N _____\ Treatable Forest & = =
Woodland 2
I Mixed Conifer 3
- 2.

I Ponderosa Pine
1-Low
i 0 5 10 20 Miles ,
<¢> I—I—J 1 1 1 2'5 1 1 1 1 5|0 Ml'es

s



RIO GRANDE
WATER FUND

A Wildfire and Water Source
Protection Project

Upstream watershed
damage has effect on
downstream water
Users:

1. Reservoirs

2. Dams or diversions

3. Drinking water
sources

4. Agriculture

___| Water Quality and Supply Values at Risk

Agriculture
® Drinking Water Sources
/\/ San Juan Chama Diversion
E2  Dam or Diversion

D Reservoir

' (:3 Rio Grande Water Fund Boundary
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Possible Uses of Low-Quality Wood from
Forest Treatments

2 Thermal Heating/Cooling ‘
é Electricity
é Biofuels .
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RIO GRANDE WATER FUND -- COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

...to describe the path forward
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RIO GRANDE . . .
WATER FUND Focal Areas and Project Criteria

Protection Project

Figure 10.1 Final Water Fund Focal Area Prioritization & Identification

Focal Areas
1. East Mountains

2. Jemez Mountains
3. West slope Sangres
4. San Juan Chama

Project Criteria

1. Condition or threat

2. Opportunity

3. Urgency

4. Economic development

Rio Grande Water Fund Project Area
Priority Weighting of Treatable Forest*




UNM Linking Forests to Faucets with a

Distant Municipal Area:
Investigating Public Support for
Water Security and Watershed
Protection

Dadhi Adhikari
Janie Chermak
Jennifer Thacher
Robert P. Berrens




Who should collect the funds?

Respondent's Preference for Institutions

36.51%

Woater Utilities Counties Municipalities State Other



UNM  Which structure is best for

governing use of funds?

31% 31%
20%
11%
J ]

State Run Independent Collaboration (Fed, Collaboration Other
State, Local) (Private, Public)




RIO GRANDE
WATER FUND

A Wildfire and Water Source
Protection Project

“...direct the
appropriate interim
committee of the
legislature to develop

a long-term funding
plan for federal, state,

local and tribal
agencies and diverse
stakeholders to
cooperate on forest
and watershed
restoration work In
New Mexico.”
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GENATE MEMORIAL 95

5157 LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - secOND SESSION, 2014
INTRODUCED BY

Phil A. Griego

A MEMORTAT
REQUESTING THE MEW MEEICO LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO DIERECT THE
APPROPRIATE INTERIM COMMITTEE TO DEVELOP A LONG-TEFM FUNDING

PLAN FOR FOEEST AND WATERSHED EESTORATION WOEE IN NEW MEZICO.

WHEREAS, New Mexico needs a large-scale forest and
waterzhed restoration program; and

WHEREAS, the urgency of the situation haz been established
in the New Mexico forest action plan, Hew Mexico forest and
waterzhed health plan and the federal agency land and resocurce
management plansz; and

WHEREAS, sclientists and stakeholderz agree that the
current lewel of active management on forest lands i=
insufficient to addrezs the scope, =cale and pace needed to
restore these forestsz to a more resilient condition; and

WHEREAS, uncharacteristically large and intenze wildfires

L196220.1



RIO GRANDE
WATER FUND
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Coordinated, Leveraged,

Multi-Partner Solution

Watershed studies — underway with Advisory Board
Comprehensive plan — completed

Water fund launch with demo areas — completed

0w >

NM Legislature 2015 - “long-term funding plan for

forest and watershed restoration” — in progress

1.
2.

3.
4.

S.

Water Fund with donations, water user fees, corporate sponsors

State funding such as Wildfire and Water Source Protection
Fund (WAWSP) for treatments and economic development

Local/municipal/tribal matching funds for treatments
Federal appropriations for hazardous fuels reduction
Investment in wood-processing infrastructure

E. Charter, RFP & project funding — in progress
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